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E.O. 11652: GDS: 12-31-80 
TAGS: ETEL, MARR, NATO 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF NATO SATCOM GROUND TERMINAL (SGT) ICELAND 

REE: A. STATE 237376 
B. USNATO 4721 

1. BEFORE APPROACHING NATO DIRECTOR OF COUNCIL OPERATIONS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS (MACBRIEN) AS SUGGESTED IN REF A, MISSION 
REQUESTS ADDITIONAL INEORMATION. IN HIS MEMO QUOTED IN REE B, 
MACBRIEN ASKED THAT THE US INVESTIGATE THE CONDITIONS UNDER 
WHICH WE WOULD ACCEPT CONSTRUCTION OE THE TERMINAL ON OUT 
BASE AT KEELAVIK AND RESPONSIBILITY OF MANNING AND OPERATING 
IT. 

2. OF THE SGT'S THE ICELAND SGT HAS LOWEST PRIORITY IN NATO. MISSION 
CANNOT JUDGE THE EXTENT OF UNILATERAL BENEEITS THE US WOULD 
DERIVE EROM THIS TERMINAL. WE SUGGEST THAT US WEIGH THESE 
BENEFITS AGAINST COSTS WE COULD INCUR BY IN EFFECT ASSUMING 
HOST-NATION RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SGT. CONDITIONS FOR 
ACCEPTING MACBRIEN'S PROPOSAL SHOULD EQUALIZE OUT COSTS AND 
BENEFITS. 
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